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as personal (in a sense, it may be well to notice,
quite different from that in which the term "Person"
is used in another branch of theology), we must
beware of introducing along with the term those
ideas of limitation to which personality, as we know
it in ourselves, is subject.

As this is an important point, it may be well to
dwell on it at greater length.

The general process by which the boundaries of
science are from time to time enlarged is of this
nature. First, we endeavour to classify the multi-
tudinous facts of direct observation, and group them
under a comparatively small number of general state-
ments which we call laws. These are of an empirical
nature, not carrying with them the idea of causation.
They prepare, however, the way for a possible future
theory which may embrace them all. When the
primary empirical laws are shown to be conse-
quences of a hypothesis which at the same time
- explains other phenomena quite different, and leads
to no conclusion at variance with observation, we
arrive at last at a conviction more or less firm that
what was at first a hypothesis assumed for trial is
indeed a law of nature. And now the idea of causa-
tion enters the mind; we speak of this ascertained law
of nature, or at least law which we believe to have
been ascertained, and take as such, as the cause of the
phenomena with the consideration of which we started.